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11th & 12th Grade English
Miss Sarah McDivitt

Room 201

2015-2016

I. Materials:
What you will need in your first quarter of English:
A. Textbooks:

a. Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop Level F/G

b. British Literature
c. Bible

B. Agenda/Assignment Book

C. 3x5 flashcards (2 packs):

a. One pack will be given to me for classroom use/storage. One you can keep at home or in your locker.

b. We will use these throughout the year for vocabulary. Please be sure you have access to these cards all year long.

D. Binder: You may use a binder required in another class, but you will need to have a separate English section. 

a. Binder Section Dividers: You will also need section dividers for the binder: Writing, Vocabulary, and Literature.

E. Blue/black pens: Please no colored pens or pencils for homework, quizzes, or tests.

F. Loose-leaf notebook paper

G. Computer & Internet Access: This year, we will be completing much of our work on the computer. With the costs of computers and internet access, I understand that sometimes it’s difficult for a family to have access to a computer 24/7. However, TTCA has 14 computers in the lab, two in my classroom, and some in the other parts of the building that you have access to throughout the school day and even after school if arrangements are made. Public libraries also have computer access. Many area restaurants also have wireless internet access if you happen to own a computer. Lack of a computer with internet access is not an excuse for not finishing homework on time. Please talk to me if you have any questions or concerns about this requirement.
H. Printer Access: At times, you will be typing and turning in assignments. It is up to you to make sure your paper is printed before class begins. Failure to do so may result in a grade reduction. If you do not have printer access at home, you will be able to access one at school through the computer lab. The cost of printing at school is $.10 per page. You may not print without payment. Please be responsible and plan ahead.
II. Policies

The following list contains just a few ways to succeed in English class.

1. Grading:

· Late Homework: A homework assignment is considered late when it is not handed in at the beginning of the class hour or when requested on the day it is due. Sometimes homework will be due on-line by midnight. The assignment will be late if not turned in when requested. 
· Thirty percent (30%) will be deducted for any late assignment, meaning your highest grade for the assignment could only be a 70%.
· If the work is not completed within one week of the due date, the student will receive no credit.
· Students are responsible to keep track of any missing assignments. Please do not ask me for a list as you should be keeping track of this in your agenda.
· When handing in late work, stamp the date you turned the assignment in on the paper and submit the assignment into the homework folder on my desk.
· Absences: In an effort to teach you responsibility and accountability for your own learning, you are responsible to check missmcdivitt.weebly.com for any work, handouts, and assignments we covered that day. Failure to do so rests on your shoulders. Homework assignments will also be available on Sycamore.
· Students have as many days as they were absent to make up missed work. Please talk to me in advance about any issues when making up work.
· If an assignment is due on the day you were absent, it is due on the day you return. If it is not turned in at the beginning of class, it will be considered late.
· If an assignment was due on-line on a day you were absent, the assignment will be considered late if not uploaded on time. Absence is not an excuse for work being late on-line.
· If the absence is planned, please collect your work before leaving. All homework is due the day the student returns to school unless we have discussed alternate arrangements. Students are responsible to collect any notes or complete any missing activities that are a result of their absence.
2. Bonus Bucks: I will be giving out bonus bucks this year and treating all homework passes given out by the school as bonus bucks. Homework passes do not excuse you from any homework in my class.
· With bonus bucks, bonus points on a test, project, quiz, or homework assignment. You may only use up to five (5) bonus bucks (5 points) on any grade.
· To earn bonus bucks, work your hardest and participate in class. Bonus bucks will be given when Miss McDivitt believes a student has earned them.
3. Cell Phones: All cell phones need to be placed in the basket on your desk at the beginning of each class. You may only touch them when I ask you to touch them or when the bell rings. No cell phone may be used without specific instruction. This applies to study halls too.
4. Classroom Rules: If we all followed the greatest commandments of loving God and loving others as we do ourselves, we could change the world. However, given that we all have a sin nature, the following rules will help maintain order in the classroom.
1. Come to class prepared and on time. 

· You should be in your seat working on the daily warm-up (bellringer) before the bell rings.

· Students should have a valid excuse written by another teacher any time they are late to class if they do not want to be tardy.

2. Speak only when permitted and in an appropriate fashion. 

· Raise your hand and wait until you are called on before speaking.

· When I raise my hand, students should raise their hand, close their mouths, open their ears, and turn their eyes on me.

3. Turn in completed homework at the beginning of the hour unless told otherwise.

· Any work not submitted when it is requested in class will be considered late.

4. Please stay in your seat at all times.

· You will be dismissed from class with the magic words, “Have a nice day.”
5. Please follow my directions immediately and thoroughly.

6. Work on English assignments only.

· In English class, we study English. All other schoolwork, activities, and entertainment must be out of sight. Consider this your warning. If I see it, I take it, I keep it. (If you don’t owe me any work or have no assigned work, you may bring a reading book in the event you finish a test or quiz early, but when I am ready to move on with class you need to be ready as well.)

7. LOVE one another! (I Corinthians 13:4-8)

· Love (is):
· Patient
· Kind
· Not envious
· Not boastful
· Not proud
· Not rude
· Not self-seeking
· Not easily angered
· Keeps no record of wrongs
· Hates evil
· Rejoices in the truth
· Protects
· Trusts
· Hopes
· Perseveres
· Never fails

8. Be respectful of my classroom. This means that you should treat my room better than your bedroom. Don’t write on the walls, desks, books, etc. Please don’t throw things in my room! Ask permission before you begin writing on the boards. Please respect my desk and do not touch anything on it. I have a student supply table for student use.

Contact Information:

1. Weebly: http://missmcdivitt.weebly.com/contact-me.html

2. Edmodo: Each student will have their own account. Each parent may also have an account to keep track of student performance. Your student account will have a code you can enter to keep tabs on them.

3. Sycamore: Pass-A-Note- This is the way I will be contacting you first. Please check your accounts on a regular basis.

4. School Email: smcdivitt@twintierschristianacademy.org or smcdivitt@twintiersca.org
5. Classroom  Number: 607-739-3619 ext. 231

Please keep this syllabus in your binder all year for quick reference.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Please do not cut. Keep this syllabus in your binder all year.
I have read and understand all the information on this syllabus, and I pledge to do my best to fulfill all requirements mentioned here. I will keep this syllabus, replacing it if I lose it (via missmcdivitt.weebly.com), and use it as a reference should I forget any requirements. 

Student Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________

Along with my student, I have read and understand all the information on this syllabus, and I pledge to do my best to help my student to fulfill all requirements mentioned here. I will make sure my student keeps this syllabus, replacing it if he/she loses it (via missmcdivitt.weebly.com), and use it as a reference should we forget any requirements. 

Parent Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________
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