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Why should we study American Literature?
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*| am often made fun of in modern day movies and literature.

*In the 1920s and 1930s, | was made a whipping boy for all the weaknesses in
American society and was often equated with the worst parts of Victorianism.

*H.L. Mencken defined me as "the haunting fear that someone somewhere might be
happy."

*In actuality, | am a realist. | planned for the worst and expected no better.
*| believed that it was my job to be a "city on the hill," an example for the world to follow.

*Every minute of my existence was charged with meaning. (I saw God in every
situation.)

*| used the Bible to educate my children in their English studies.

*| did, at times, have some pretty strange laws: a man may not kiss his wife in public.
*| prefer the plain style of writing to the ornate style.

*| helped found America and traces of my beliefs are still seen in its government.

\ *Who am | with the letter "P"? J

Answer: Puritans
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What skills must a good reader possess?
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